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The Ward 8 Democrats is one of Washington, DC’s leading
political organizations. Founded in 1983 with a focus on
increasing “citizen knowledge of, and participation in
the political processes of the ward, District and nation,” today
81 percent of all registered voters in the ward are
Democrats, the largest percentage of Democratic voters in
the District.

W H O  W E  A R E

For nearly 40 years, the Ward 8 Democrats has not only
been in the front seat of history-making progress in the
District, it has helped lead it. From fighting for expanded
resources for youth, seniors, and families, to healthcare and
enfranchising returning citizens, the Ward 8 Democrats was
there. 
 
The Ward 8 Democrats continue to lead the conversations
around voting innovations, human rights, improving public
education,  safety, and DC voting rights. 
 
Learn more about us at www.ward8dems.com
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“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” often called the negro national
anthem, has meant so much to me and to many others for
generations. Brothers James Weldon Johnson and J.
Rosamond Johnson penned a timeless anthem that is part
battle cry; part call to action; and part prayer. It is a reminder
that each of us still has a role to play in our continued march
for hope and freedom.
 
The same can be said about voting. It is how we answer our
civic duty to sustain our democracy. It is how we express our
values and ensure they are represented at all levels of
government. It is also how we honor the countless
individuals who have  bled and died so we can live and vote.
For better or worse, voting is how our voices are heard and
will be recorded when the history of our time is written.  
 
In keeping with our voter education mission, we are pleased
to bring you Your Choice; Your Voice candidates’ forum to
hear directly from those vying for our support for local office.
During the forum, we will explore their records, ideas, policy
proposals, and vision for our ward, city, and nation. 
 
These are indeed trying times. And there are a lot of
questions about the upcoming primary voting process. Rest
assured the Ward 8 Democrats is committed to voter
education, the safety of our voters, and ensuring every vote
is counted. We will remain vigilant. And in the spirit of that
incredible anthem written by the Johnson brothers 120 years
ago; “Let us march on ‘til victory is won.” 
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
T R O Y  D O N T É  P R E S T W O O D
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Born in Jamaica, Anna-Lysa Gayle has always had a passion
for documenting  events happening around her. She started
documenting her life as soon as she could form real
sentences. Since then, she has remained committed to her
passion for storytelling. 
 
At 11 years old, she moved to the United States to Brooklyn,
New York. As she moved to other parts of the East Coast, her
love for journalism only intensified. 
 
In 2009, she enrolled at Howard University where she 
 studied Broadcast Journalism. During that time, she interned
with companies like WTOP-FM and CNN. She was also
selected for competitive programs like the Meredith-
Cronkite Fellowship, the T-Howard Foundation, the CBC-
UNC Diversity Fellowship, MTVU, ONA student newsroom
and NABJ’s student multimedia project.
 
She started her career at WHSV-TV in Harrisonburg, Virginia
before moving on to WLKY-TV in Louisville, Kentucky, for
nearly three years. While in Kentucky, she received an award
from the Associated Press for her continuing coverage of a
case involving four young men, coined the "Misidentified
Four."
 
In July 2016, Anna-Lysa joined the news team at WJLA-TV,
where she continues to tell stories that she hopes will leave a
lasting impact. 
 
She is a three-time Emmy award-winner, earning them for
her reporting on the National Museum of African American
History and Culture, the fatal Flower Branch Apartments
explosion in Silver Spring in 2016, and the Congressional
baseball practice shooting in Alexandria, Virginia. She is also
the recipient of the Distinction of Hope Award.
 
You can watch Anna-Lysa Gayle at 10 p.m. on WJLA 24/7
News and at 11 p.m. on ABC7 News.

F O R U M  M O D E R A T O R
A N N A - L Y S A  G A Y L E
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Call to Order
Troy Donté Prestwood 

President, Ward 8 Democrats

 
Moment of Silence

 
The Occasion/Rules of the Day

 
Forum Moderator
Anna-Lysa Gayle

Reporter, ABC7 (WJLA-TV)

 

Conversations with Candidates for District-wide Office
 

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Candidate for Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives

 
Paul Strauss

Candidate for United States (Shadow) Senator 
 

Robert White
Candidate for At-Large Member of the Council 

 

Conversations with Candidates for Ward 8 Member of the Council 
 

Mike Austin
Trayon “Ward Eight” White

Yaida Ford
Fred Hill 

(Certified Write-in) 

 

Ward 8 Democrats Business Meeting 
Old Business

New Business
Announcements

Adjournment

A G E N D A
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Sample Ward 8 Ballot

Request a mail-in ballot online at

https://www.vote4dc.com/ApplyInstructions/Absentee

Request a ballot on Vote4DC mobile app or call DCBOE at

(202) 727-2525 or (202) 741-5283, or fax your request at

(202) 347-2648

Drop off your ballot request form (https://dcboe.org/Data-

Resources-Forms/Forms-and-

Resources/AbsenteeBallotRequestForm.aspx) at DC Board of

Elections, 1015 Half Street SE, Suite 750, Washington, DC

20003

The Board will open 20 voting centers across the District

where residents can vote in person regardless of their home

address. Three locations are planned for Ward 8:

Anacostia High School

Barry Farm Recreation Center

Malcolm X Opportunity Center 

You will also be able to register to vote on same day at these

locations as well as drop off absentee ballots.

For more information, download the DC voter's guide here. 

To ensure maximum safety for the public and election poll

workers during the June 2nd primary election, the Board of

Elections is encouraging all voters to request an absentee mail-in

ballot. Here are the ways to do it:

 

Deadline: Tuesday, May 26!
 

 

 

 

 

 

#Ward8Votes

HOW TO VOTE
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2019-2021 Executive Committee 
 

WARD 8 DEMOCRATS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Troy Donte' Prestwood, President

Deloris Walker, 1st Vice President

Salim Adofo, 2nd Vice President

Sheila Bunn, Corresponding Secretary

Maria "Re Re" Johnson, Recording Secretary

Darryl Ross, Treasurer

 

 WARD 8 DEMOCRATS COMMITTEE CHAIRS
LaJoy Johnson-Law, Chair, Issues & Legislative Affairs

Adeoye Owolewa, Co-Chair, Issues & Legislative Affairs

Michael Grier, Chair, Development & Fundraising

Ron Lassiter, Chair, Senior Engagement

Cynthia Simms, Co-Chair, Public Relations 

Wendy Glenn, Co-Chair, Youth Engagement

Barbara Jones, Chair, Special Events

 

DC DEMOCRATIC STATE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Charles Wilson, Chairman

Wanda Lockridge, Ward 8 Committeewoman

Regina Pixley, Ward 8 Committeewoman

Stuart Anderson, Ward 8 Committeeman

Anthony Muhammad, Ward 8 Committeeman

Philip Pannell, At-Large Committeeman

Sharece Crawford, At-Large Committeewoman

 

WARD 8 ELECTED OFFICIAL
Trayon White, Ward 8 Councilmember
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For more information visit 

www.ward8dems.com

How to connect with us:

 

Ward Eight Democrats

P.O. Box 6968

Washington, DC 20032

 

info@ward8dems.com 

 

Donate:

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/

ward8democrats
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