
WARD 8 CANDIDATES' 
FORUM & STRAW POLL

#Ward8Votes

Saturday, MAy 21, 2022
11 am

Presents...

Shadow U.S. Representative | Attorney General | mayor
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The Ward 8 Democrats is one of Washington, DC’s leading
political organizations. Founded in 1983 with a focus on
increasing “citizen knowledge of, and participation in
the political processes of the ward, District and nation,” today
79.4 percent of all registered voters in the ward are
Democrats, one of the largest percentage of Democratic
voters in the District.

W H O  W E  A R E

For nearly 40 years, the Ward 8 Democrats has not only
been in the front seat of history-making progress in the
District, it has also led it. From fighting for expanded
resources for youth, seniors, and families, to healthcare and
enfranchising returning citizens, the Ward 8 Democrats was
there. 

The Ward 8 Democrats continue to lead the conversations
around voting innovations, human rights, improving public
education,  safety, and DC voting rights. 

Learn more about us at www.ward8dems.com
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The Ward 8 Democrats @Ward8Dems@Ward8Dems
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http://www.ward8dems.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheWard8Democrats/
http://www.twitter.com/Ward8Dems
http://www.instagram.com/Ward8Dems
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Another primary election season is upon us, and this time
the stakes are local. From public education to public safety
and transportation to healthcare, even investments in
education and housing are all on the line when selecting
Democratic candidates that best represent our shared
vision for the future.

That's why we are pleased to once again bring residents
this candidates’ forum for Shadow U.S. Representative,
Attorney General, and Mayor. It's an opportunity to hear
directly from candidates vying for our support in the
upcoming June 21 Primary Election. We will explore their
records, ideas, policy proposals, and vision for our Ward,
the District, and nation.

We want to thank the DC Democratic Party co-sponsor of
this event. We also want to thank participating campaigns
for their investment in our get-out-the-vote (GOTV)
efforts. We invite you to become a partner with us as well.
Visit www.ward8dems.com to learn more. 

We know these are still challenging times, but rest assured
the Ward 8 Democrats is committed to ensuring voters are
well-informed about the candidates and the voting process. 

Be sure to follow us on our social channels and join our
listserv to stay up to date on meetings and activities during
election season and throughout the year. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
T R O Y  D O N T É  P R E S T W O O D
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Delia Gonçalves joined the WUSA9 team in June
2010. Delia got her first break in the business right
here in Washington at the U.S. Senate Radio-TV
Gallery and at NBC Network News. She then left
D.C. to pursue her on-camera reporting endeavors,
which took her back to her native New England.

Delia spent five years crisscrossing the region,
working at several stations in Massachusetts and
Rhode Island. During that time, she had the privilege
of covering a number of national stories, including
the Station Nightclub fire in Rhode Island that
claimed 100 lives and the historic vote on gay
marriage in Boston – the first vote of its kind in the
country.

Before returning to the nation's capital, Delia spent
four years in Baltimore where she was named
Baltimore's Best Reporter in 2009. Among her most
memorable stories in Charm City, Delia's profile of a
woman and her daughter living in a home with no
electricity or running water got them in a safe
shelter. Her reporting on the homeless in DC has
helped people get off the streets and reunite
families. Delia is passionate about reporting the
facts, challenging the status quo, and telling
compelling stories at the heart of our community.

Delia is a first-generation Cape Verdean-American
born in New Bedford, Massachusetts of immigrant
parents who taught her the invaluable lessons of
faith, hard work, and perseverance.

She now lives in D.C. with her husband and three
daughters.

D E L I A  G O N Ç A L V E S  
F O R U M  M O D E R A T O R
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Markus Batchelor is a native Washingtonian,
advocate and activist who formerly served as the
Ward 8 Representative, Vice President and the
youngest-ever elected member of the DC State
Board of Education. He is currently the Deputy
Director of Leadership Programs at People for the
American Way. He is also the Chair of the
Membership and Voter Outreach committee for the
Ward 8 Democrats.

Markus spent his career in government, non-profit
and as an elected leader working to close the city's
deep divides and advocate for our most vulnerable
neighbors and disinvested communities. 

He previously served as an Advisory Neighborhood
Commissioner in Congress Heights where he was
raised and still lives, President of the Ward 8
Democrats, National Committeeman for DC's Young
Democrats and, as a student, DC's 52nd Youth
Mayor. 

In 2020, he was a candidate for At-Large member of
DC Council to usher in a new generation of DC
leadership rooted in community and focused on
expanding equity, opportunity and government
accountability. 

M A R K U S  B A T C H E L O R
F O R U M  M O D E R A T O R
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Call to Order
Troy Donté Prestwood 

President, Ward 8 Democrats
 

Moment of Silence
 

The Occasion
Rules of the Day

Committee Chair Roundtable
 

Forum Moderators
Delia Gonçalves 

Anchor/Reporter, WUSA9
Markus Batchelor

Chair, Membership and Voter Outreach, Ward 8 Democrats
 

Conversation with Candidates for Shadow U.S. Representative
 

Linda L. Gray
Oye Owolewa

 
Conversation with Candidates for DC Attorney General

 
Brian Schwalb
Ryan L. Jones

Bruce V. Spiva
 

Conversation with Candidates for Mayor
 

James Butler
Muriel E. Bowser

Trayon "Washington DC" White
Robert White

 
Ward 8 Democrats Business Meeting 

Old Business
New Business

Announcements
Adjournment

A G E N D A
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http://www.ward8dems.com/contact-us.html
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Sample Ward 8 Ballot

To check your voting registration, Click Here!

To register to vote/update, Click Here!

For a list of Early Vote Centers, Click Here!

For a list of Election Day Vote Centers, Click

Here! 

For a list of Dropbox Locations, Click Here! 

Or use DCBOE's Vote Center Locator Tool

For the 2022 election season, the DC Board of

Elections (DCBOE) is mailing every registered DC voter
a ballot for the June 21, 2022 Democratic Primary
Election.

In addition, there will be 40 Vote Centers open across

the District during the early voting period (June 10 -

June 19), and 90 Vote Centers open on Election Day,

Tuesday, June 21, 2022.  Fifty-five dropboxes will be

open across the District to drop off your mail-in

ballots. 

 

You will also be able to register to vote on the same

day at Vote Centers as well as drop off mail-in ballots.

For more information, visit www.dcboe.org

#Ward8Votes

HOW TO VOTE
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https://www.dcboe.org/Voters/Register-To-Vote/Check-Voter-Registration-Status
https://www.dcboe.org/Voters/Register-To-Vote/Register-to-Vote
https://earlyvoting.dcboe.org/
https://dcboe.org/Voters/Where-to-Vote/Election-Day-Vote-Centers
https://dcboe.org/Voters/Where-to-Vote/Election-Day-Vote-Centers
https://www.dcboe.org/Voters/Where-to-Vote/Mail-Ballot-Drop-Boxes
https://www.dcboe.org/Voters/Where-to-Vote/Mail-Ballot-Drop-Boxes
https://dcboe.org/Voters/Where-to-Vote/Find-Out-Where-to-Vote
https://dcboe.org/Voters/Where-to-Vote/Find-Out-Where-to-Vote
http://www.dcboe.org/


Sample Ward 8 BallotSAMPLE BALLOT
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YOUR
CHOICE 

 WARD 8 CANDIDATES' FORUM  STRAW POLL

YOUR
VOICE 

tinyurl.com/Ward8Poll
 

http://www.ward8dems.com/contact-us.html


Ward 8 Democrats Platform 2021-2023
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2021-2023 Executive Committee 
 

WARD 8 DEMOCRATS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Troy Donte' Prestwood, President

Sheila Bunn, 1st Vice President
Stuart Anderson, 2nd Vice President

Darryl Ross, Treasurer
 

 WARD 8 DEMOCRATS COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Michael Grier, Co-Chair, Issues & Legislative Affairs

Dr. Carlene Reid, Co-Chair, Issues & Legislative Affairs
Markus Batchelor, Chair, Membership & Voter Outreach

Ron Lassiter, Chair, Senior Engagement
Barbara Jones, Chair, Programming/Special Events

 
WARD 8 DC DEMOCRATIC STATE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Charles Wilson, Chairman
Wanda Lockridge, Ward 8 Committeewoman

Regina Pixley, Ward 8 Committeewoman
Stuart Anderson, Ward 8 Committeeman

Anthony Muhammad, Ward 8 Committeeman
Sharece Crawford, At-Large Committeewoman

Kemry Hughes, At-Large Committeeman
 

WARD 8 ELECTED OFFICIALS
Dr. Adeoye Owolewa, U.S. Representative

Trayon White, Ward 8 Councilmember 
Dr. Carlene Reid, Ward 8 Representative, SBOE

Dr. Jacque Patterson, At-Large Representative, SBOE
 
 

The Ward 8 Democrats @Ward8Dems@Ward8Dems

For more information visit 
www.ward8dems.com

How to connect with us:
 

Ward Eight Democrats
P.O. Box 6968

Washington, DC 20032
 

info@ward8dems.com 
 

Donate: 
https://secure.actblue.com/donat

e/ward8democrats
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http://www.ward8dem.com/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ward8democrats


AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY THE WARD EIGHT DEMOCRATS, DARRYL ROSS, TREASURER. A COPY
OF OUR REPORT IS FILED WITH THE DC OFFICE OF CAMPAIGN FINANCE. LABOR DONATED.

 


